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Betsy Roberts of Keller Wil-
liams Elite Dallas-Park Cities in
Preston Center presents high-rise
living at The Plaza Turtle Creek.
Offering many of the amenities of
the Rosewood Mansion Hotel on
Turtle Creek, The Plaza offers a
distinctive lifestyle and value,
according to Roberts, the agent for
the developer. Roberts will be
holding a tour of homes from 2 to 4
p.m. today.

Among the five-star services
and amenities of the Rosewood
Mansion Hotel that residents of
The Plaza Turtle Creek have
access to are concierge, room service,
valet, laundry and housekeeping services.
On-site amenities include two fitness
centers, a pool and conservatory and a
wine cellar. 

Newly completed homes are available,
from $510,000 for unit 802, a two bed-
room, 21⁄2-bath home with 2,061 square
feet of living space, to $850,000 for unit

1606, which offers 2,835 square feet of
living space and a 300-square-foot terrace
overlooking the city. Other homes are also
available at the Plaza Turtle Creek.

The last penthouse available, Unit
1701, has 3,738 square feet of living space
and is listed for $1.19 million. This two-
story home features three bedrooms, 31⁄2

KELLER WILLIAMS ELITE

Betsy Roberts presents high-rise
living at The Plaza Turtle Creek

See KELLER on Page 7L.

Betsy Roberts will be holding open several homes
from 2 to 4 p.m. today.

Villa Azzurra, a 50-
acre East Texas estate, is
the original homestead of a
5,000-acre oil dynasty. The
home was patterned after
the villas of Andrea Palla-
dio, a Renaissance archi-
tect who was influential in
the history of architecture.
Palladio shaped the world
that surrounds us today.
Some of his most influ-
ential villas survive in the
Veneto region around
Venice, Italy. 

Only 80 minutes from
Dallas, Villa Azzura was handcrafted by
Italian artisans brought from Italy by the
original owner, oil baron J.C. Judge, in
the 1930s. Completely restored in the late

1980s, the mansion has 10,000 square feet
of living space and sits among 50 acres of
grounds with extensive plantings, tower-
ing trees and an engineered, stocked lake 

HOFFMAN INTERNATIONAL PROPERTIES

Villa Azzurra in East Texas
offers handcrafted details

Villa Azzurra, a 50-acre East Texas estate, is the original home-
stead of a 5,000-acre oil dynasty. 

See HOFFMAN on Page 10L.

Della Lively of Lively Realty is
offering a residence at 11421 East
Ricks Circle for $2,999,000. Built in
2006, the home has 6,968 square feet
of living space. Set back on a deep lot
with 266 feet of street frontage, the
home features traditional-style design
on the outside and contemporary style
inside.

The spacious two-story home has
wide halls throughout and broad

stairway landings. The large foyer
opens to the dining room on the right
and the living room on the left with a
billiard room and wet bar beyond.
Straight ahead from the foyer is a large
family room that has all glass across the
back. 

The view through a cabana room
is to the pool and spa. The cabana is
under the home’s roof, but open to the 

LIVELY REALTY

Della Lively features
traditional-style design 

See LIVELY on Page 7L.
The 6,968-square-foot home at 11421 East Ricks Circle
is priced at $2,999,000.

DeSoto Realtor Greg Graham took
top honors nationally and internationally
at the recent Coldwell Banker Interna-
tional Business Conference in San An-
tonio. The award-winner has been a sales
associate at the Southwest Dallas County
office of Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage for the last seven years.

Coldwell Banker’s IBC awards to
Graham included the following: 

● The No. 1 top-producing team 
● The No. 1 top units team 
● The No. 1 top listings-sold team 
● The No. 2 top buyer-controlled-

sales team.

that assures every listing and sale is
handled by a professional who is well
equipped for a fast, trouble-free closing,”
Graham says. 

He credits his team with the national
and international recognition it earns
every year. “The key ingredient in these
achievements is my staff. Every member
of my team is indispensable; there’s
absolutely no way we could accomplish
what we do without each vital member of
my team,” Graham says. 

With listings and sales spread over
the entire Dallas-Fort Worth area, Gra-

Graham also was
named to the In-
ternational Presi-
dent’s Premier, the
top two percent of
company producers.
His team of 20
professional staff
members sold 651
units last year, most
of which were fore-

closures and REO properties.
“We’ve built a team of experts in the

foreclosure segment of the residential real
estate business, a departmentalized design

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Greg Graham honored at conference

See COLDWELL on Page 4L.

Greg Graham 

North Dallas’ Bent Tree area and golf course properties located
in this community will be featured in the Bent Tree Open Tour
from 2 to 4 p.m. today. The event features a variety of homes border-
ing the Bent Tree Country Club golf course and is presented by Ebby
Halliday Realtors’ Preston Plano Parkway and Preston Keller offices. 

Valerie Williams of the Ebby Preston Keller office is offering
5618 Harbor Town Drive. The five-bedroom, 71⁄2-bath home situat-
ed on a cul-de-sac with views of the lake and golf course is priced at
$2.2 million. Outdoor features include a gazebo and an infinity-edge

pool with a waterfall and fountains. For more information,
contact Williams at 972-387-0300 or 972-381-6547. Visit
www.5618harbortown.ebby.com for a full presentation.

EBBY HALLIDAY

Agents hold open
variety of homes in
Bent Tree area 

5618 Harbor Town Drive shares a creek view with other homes
featured in today’s Bent Tree Open Tour. The home will be held
open from 2 to 4 p.m.

See EBBY on Page 2L.
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Many homeowners end up thinking they must
move to get the layout that matches their lifestyle.
Rob Jackson, owner of Servant Remodeling in Dallas,
offers another route: a personalized makeover that
provides everything the owners want in the space they
already have.

“I really thrive on going into an existing home
and taking what is there and making it better than the
original design,” Jackson says. “We don’t tend to
cherish things like houses. We tend to live in a house
three to five years and move on. I believe in making it
really nice so you can enjoy it for a longer time.”

With a firm grasp of a family’s living situation,
Jackson surveys the home and creates a plan that
reworks the space and makes rooms more usable —
perhaps as an office, a second living area or a game
room. He also makes rooms more accessible for home-
owners as they get older. 

“A lot of people say they don’t have enough
storage and think, ‘Oh, we need to add on or move
into a larger house,’” Jackson says. “It’s kind of hard
for them to see outside the box a lot of the time.

“I have been in thousands of homes. You can
rework a house [to make it feel] much bigger than it
really is.”

To bring this plan to fruition, people need to be
happy in their neighborhood and like the location
and the general layout of their house, Jackson says.

Jackson started his home remodeling business
when he was 21. Twenty-two years later, the award-

winning contractor and his staff specialize in kitchens,
baths and general remodeling projects, configuring the
spaces to “make them work a lot better and meet the
customer’s needs without adding on.” 

Jackson is a NARI (National Association of the
Remodeling Industry) certified remodeler and a NA-
RI-certified kitchen and bath remodeler. He serves as
president of NARI’s Greater Dallas Chapter. 

Jackson maintains a green point of view that starts
with the amount of square footage in a home. The
smaller the space a family inhabits, the fewer the
resources they require. By reworking their existing
layout, homeowners can add such green elements as
better insulation, windows and doors and save on
utilities because they’ll have a more efficient design, he
says. They’ll also save money on maintenance and
taxes.

Having downsized from a 4,300-square-foot home
to a design with 2,100 square feet of space, Jackson
practices what he preaches.

“You can do a lot better finish-out [in a smaller
home] because you don’t have to cover as much space,”
he says. “You can make it nicer and longer lasting.”

Generally speaking, the calls Jackson receives fall
into the following categories: people who live in an
older home where the kitchen and bath are non-
functional; people who need more space or have rooms
that don’t get used; and people who don’t have an
open floor plan but want one. 

“That’s when I really love to problem-solve,”
Jackson says. “And, basically, what I do is come up
with new ideas.”

For more information about remodeling, visit
www.servantremodeling.com.

Rhona Schwartz
rschwartz@dallasnews.com

A remodeling dream:
No need to move
After living in a home for a while, it
can become difficult to appreciate
what you have — or how to make it
better.

Rob Jackson and his wife, Yudy, look over a floor plan for an upcoming remodeling project.
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